
 

  

 

 

 

The following books are the selections for the Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl, which Book Jackets competes in annually.  

Allegedly by Tiffany Jackson 
 

When Mary, a teenager living in a group home, becomes pregnant, authorities take another look 
at the crime for which Mary was convicted when she was nine years old. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bang by Barry Lyga 
 

When Sebastian Cody was four years old, he accidentally shot and killed is infant sister. Ten 
years later, he is considering suicide. When he meets Aneesa, a new neighbor, their friendship 
changes his self-worth. They create a YouTube channel making pizza. But he can’t outrun his 
past, can he? 

 
 
 

Don’t Get Caught by Kurt Dinan 
 

10:00 tonight at the water tower. Tell no one. –Chaos Club 
 

When Max receives a mysterious invite from the untraceable, epic prank-pulling Chaos Club, he 
has to ask: why him? After all, he's Mr. 2.5 GPA, Mr. No Social Life. He's Just Max. And his 
favorite heist movies have taught him this situation calls for Rule #4: Be suspicious. But it's also 
his one shot to leave Just Max in the dust... 

 
Yeah, not so much. Max and four fellow students-who also received invites-are standing on the 
newly defaced water tower when campus security "catches" them. Definitely a setup. And this 
time, Max has had enough. It's time for Rule #7: Always get payback. 

 
Let the prank war begin. 

 
 

Frozen Charlotte by Alex Bell 
 

We're waiting for you to come and play. Dunvegan School for Girls has been closed for many 
years. Converted into a family home, the teachers and students are long gone. But they left 
something behind...Sophie arrives at the old schoolhouse to spend the summer with her cousins. 
Brooding Cameron with his scarred hand, strange Lilias with a fear of bones and Piper, who 
seems just a bit too good to be true. And then there's her other cousin. The girl with a room full of 
antique dolls. The girl that shouldn't be there. The girl that died. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Girls Made of Snow and Glass by Melissa Bashardoust 
 

At sixteen, Mina's mother is dead, her magician father is vicious, and her silent heart has never 
beat with love for anyone—has never beat at all, in fact, but she’d always thought that fact 
normal. She never guessed that her father cut out her heart and replaced it with one of glass. 
When she moves to Whitespring Castle and sees its king for the first time, Mina forms a plan: win 
the king’s heart with her beauty, become queen, and finally know love. 

 
Fifteen-year-old Lynet looks just like her late mother, and one day she discovers why: a magician 
created her out of snow in the dead queen’s image, at her father’s order. But despite being the 
dead queen made flesh, Lynet would rather be like her fierce and regal stepmother, Mina.  

 
Entwining the stories of both Lynet and Mina in the past and present, Girls Made of Snow and 
Glass traces the relationship of two young women doomed to be rivals from the start. Only one 
can win all, while the other must lose everything—unless both can find a way to reshape 
themselves and their story. 

 
 

Gutless by Karl Deuker 
 

Nobody on the varsity knew me, but I know what they thought: I was the guy who had good 
hands and could run like lightning, but who also had a yellow streak down his back. 

 
The wide receiver best able to hang on to his quarterback’s passes, Brock Ripley would be a star 
for the varsity team—if he could just bring himself to put his body on the line. But he can’t. Just 
like he can’t bring himself to stand up for his friend Richie Fang, who has been targeted by the 
quarterback, known for his brutality in the school’s Suicide Alley and beyond. As events spiral out 
of control, Brock is faced with a true test of character. Can he find the courage to step up and do 
what is right? 

 
 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives 
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands 
of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

 
Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug 
dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and 
the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what 
really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what 
Starr does or does not say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.  

 
 

How to Hang a Witch by Adriana Mather 
 

Salem, Massachusetts is the site of the infamous witch trials and the new home of Samantha 
Mather. Recently transplanted from New York City, Sam and her stepmother are not exactly 
welcomed with open arms. Sam is the descendant of Cotton Mather, one of the men responsible 
for those trials and almost immediately, she becomes the enemy of a group of girls who call 
themselves The Descendants. And guess who their ancestors were? 

 
If dealing with that weren't enough, Sam also comes face to face with a real live (well technically 
dead) ghost. A handsome, angry ghost who wants Sam to stop touching his stuff. But soon Sam 
discovers she is at the center of a centuries old curse affecting anyone with ties to the trials. Sam 
must come to terms with the ghost and find a way to work with The Descendants to stop a deadly 
cycle that has been going on since the first accused witch was hanged. If any town should have 
learned its lesson, it's Salem. But history may be about to repeat itself. 
 
 
 



Mars One by Jonathan Maberry 
 
Go on the adventure of a lifetime with a teen and his family after they are selected to 
colonize Mars in this thrilling new novel from multiple Bram Stoker Award–winning author 
Jonathan Maberry.  
 
Tristan has known that he and his family were going to be on the first mission to colonize 
Mars since he was twelve years old, and he has been training ever since. However, knowing 
that he would be leaving for Mars with no plan to return didn’t stop him from falling in love 
with Izzy.  
 
But now, at sixteen, it’s time to leave Earth, and he’s forced to face what he must leave behind 
in exchange for an uncertain future. When the news hits that another ship is already headed 
to colonize Mars, and the NeoLuddite terrorist group begins threatening the Mars One project, 
the mission’s purpose is called into question. Is this all worth it? 
 
 
Moxie by Jennifer Mathieu 
 
Vivian Carter is fed up. Fed up with her small-town Texas high school that thinks the football team 
can do no wrong. Fed up with sexist dress codes and hallway harassment. But most 
of all, Viv Carter is fed up with always following the rules. 
 
Viv’s mom was a punk rock Riot Grrrl in the ’90s, so now Viv takes a page from her 
mother’s past and creates a feminist zine that she distributes anonymously to her 
classmates. She’s just blowing off steam, but other girls respond. Pretty soon Viv is forging 
friendships with other young women across the divides of cliques and popularity rankings, 
and she realizes that what she has started is nothing short of a girl revolution. 
 
 
Names They Gave Us by Emery Lord 
 
Everything is going right for Lucy Hansson, until her mom’s cancer reappears. Just like that, 
Lucy breaks with all the constants in her life: her do-good boyfriend, her steady faith, even 
her longtime summer church camp job. 
 
Instead, Lucy lands at a camp for kids who have been through tough times. As a counselor, Lucy 
is in over her head and longs to be with her parents across the lake. But that’s before she gets to 
know her coworkers, who are as loving and unafraid as she so desperately wants to be. It’s not 
just new friends that Lucy discovers at camp—more than one old secret is revealed along the 
way. In fact, maybe there’s much more to her family and her faith than Lucy ever realized. 
 
 
Orange: The Complete Collection, Vol. 1 by Ichigo Takano 
 
On the day that Naho begins 11th grade, she receives a letter from herself ten years in the future. 
At first, she writes it off as a prank, but as the letter’s predictions come true one by one, Naho 
realizes that the letter might be the real deal. Her future self tells Naho that a new transfer 
student, a boy named Kakeru, will soon join her class. The letter begs Naho to watch over him, 
saying that only Naho can save Kakeru from a terrible future. Who is this mystery boy, and can 
Naho save him from his destiny? This is the heart-wrenching sci-fi romance that has over million 
copies in print in Japan! 
 
 
Radio Silence by Alice Oseman 
 
Frances has always been a study machine with one goal, elite university. Nothing will stand in her 
way; not friends, not a guilty secret – not even the person she is on the inside. 
 
But when Frances meets Aled, the shy genius behind her favourite podcast, she discovers a new 
freedom. Then the podcast goes viral and the fragile trust between them is broken.  
 



Scythe by Neal Shusterman 
 
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those 
things, and has even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and 
they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control. 
 
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens 
must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could mean 
losing their own. 
 
 
The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 
 
Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will 
never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New 
York City street and falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being 
deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story. 
 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high 
expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. 
Something about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary in 
store—for both of us. 
 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million 
futures lie before us. Which one will come true? 
 
 
The Upside of Unrequited by Becky Albertalli 
 
Seventeen-year-old Molly Peskin-Suso knows all about unrequited love—she’s lived through it 
twenty-six times. She crushes hard and crushes often, but always in secret. Molly can’t stomach 
the idea of rejection. So she’s careful. Fat girls always have to be careful. 
 
A cute new girl enters Cassie’s orbit, and for the first time ever, Molly’s cynical twin is a lovesick 
mess. Luckily, Cassie’s new girlfriend comes with a cute hipster-boy sidekick. Will is funny and 
flirtatious and just might be perfect crush material. And if Molly can win him over, she’ll get her 
first kiss and she’ll get her twin back. 
 
There’s only one problem: Molly’s coworker Reid. He’s an awkward Tolkien superfan with a 
season pass to the Ren Faire, and there’s absolutely no way Molly could fall for him. Right? 
 
 
Warcross by Marie Lu 
 
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. The 
obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to 
escape from reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to make ends meet, teen 
hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down players who bet on the game 
illegally. The bounty hunting world is a competitive one, and survival has not been easy. 
Needing to make quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of the 
international Warcross Championships—only to accidentally glitch herself into the action and 
become an overnight sensation. 
 
Expecting to be arrested, Emika is shocked when she gets a call from the game’s creator with an 
irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of this year’s tournament in order to uncover a 
security problem . . . and he wants Emika for the job. 
 
 



What to Say Next by Julie Buxbaum 
 
Two struggling teenagers find an unexpected connection 
just when they need it most. 
 
Sometimes a new perspective is all that is needed tomake sense of the world. 
 
KIT: I don’t know why I decide not to sit with Annie and Violet at lunch. It feels like no one here 
gets what I’m going through. How could they? I don’t even understand. 
 
DAVID: In the 622 days I’ve attended Mapleview High, Kit Lowell is the first person to sit at my 
lunch table. I mean, I’ve never once sat with someone until now. “So your dad is dead,” I say to 
Kit, because this is a fact I’ve recently learned about her. 
 
When an unlikely friendship is sparked between relatively popular Kit Lowell and socially isolated 
David Drucker, everyone is surprised. Kit appreciates David’s blunt honesty—in fact, she finds it 
bizarrely refreshing. David welcomes Kit’s attention. When she asks for his help figuring out the 
how and why of her dad’s tragic car accident, David is all in. But neither of them can predict 
what they’ll find. Can their friendship survive the truth? 
 
 
When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon 
 
Dimple Shah has it all figured out. With graduation behind her, she’s more than ready for a break 
from her family, from Mamma’s inexplicable obsession with her finding the “Ideal Indian 
Husband.” Ugh. Dimple knows they must respect her principles on some level, though. If they 
truly believed she needed a husband right now, they wouldn’t have paid for her to attend a 
summer program for aspiring web developers...right? 
 
Rishi Patel is a hopeless romantic. So when his parents tell him that his future wife will be 
attending the same summer program as him—wherein he’ll have to woo her—he’s totally on 
board. Because as silly as it sounds to most people in his life, Rishi wants to be arranged, 
believes in the power of tradition, stability, and being a part of something much bigger than 
himself. 
 
The Shahs and Patels didn’t mean to start turning the wheels on this “suggested arrangement” so 
early in their children’s lives, but when they noticed them both gravitate toward the same summer 
program, they figured, Why not? 
 
Dimple and Rishi may think they have each other figured out. But when opposites clash, love 
works hard to prove itself in the most unexpected ways. 
 
 
Wonder Woman: Warbringer by Leigh Bardugo 
 
Daughter of immortals. Princess Diana longs to prove herself to her legendary warrior sisters. But 
when the opportunity finally comes, she throws away her chance at glory and breaks Amazon 
law—risking exile—to save a mortal. Diana will soon learn that she has rescued no ordinary girl, 
and that with this single brave act, she may have doomed the world.  
 
Daughter of death. Alia Keralis just wanted to escape her overprotective brother with a semester 
at sea. She doesn’t know she is being hunted by people who think her very existence could spark 
a world war. When a bomb detonates aboard her ship, Alia is rescued by a mysterious girl of 
extraordinary strength and forced to confront a horrible truth: Alia is a Warbringer—a direct 
descendant of the infamous Helen of Troy, fated to bring about an age of bloodshed and misery. 
 
Together. Two girls will face an army of enemies—mortal and divine— determined to either 
destroy or possess the Warbringer. Tested beyond the bounds of their abilities, Diana and Alia 
must find a way to unleash hidden strengths and forge an unlikely alliance. Because if they have 
any hope of saving both their worlds, they will have to stand side by side against the tide of war. 
 
 


